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King’s Orientation Week: Frequently Asked Questions

What is Orientation Week?
Orientation Week consists of seven days of programming organized by all of the Western Soph Teams. This week is the opportunity for all students new to King’s and Western to become comfortable with their campus and peers. This year’s Orientation Week (or O-Week) is filled with entertaining events including a dance party, an evening campfire and a concert among many other cool events.

How do I get access to O-Week?
On the first day you have the opportunity to purchase a “Frosh Kit” at King’s which consists of your Frosh t-shirt (which you are encouraged to wear all week – ya!), other goodies, but most importantly: your O-Week bracelet! You also have the option to purchase the Frosh Kit ahead of time online at www.usc.uwo.ca/okits/ to avoid waiting in line for it on move in day. The bracelet gives you access to all King’s AND Main Campus events. Do not lose it – it will cost you more to get a new one. The entire kit costs $76; if you just want the bracelet, it costs $25.

When does O-Week begin and end?
This year O-Week runs from Monday September 5 (Labour Day) until Sunday September 11 at 3pm. The first day of classes is on Thursday, September 8.  

What happens on the first day? Where do I go? 
On the first day both residence students and off-campus students are suggested to arrive between 10am – 1pm. There will be upper year students (known as Sophs) all over the King’s Campus. They will direct you to the appropriate stations setup in the Wemple building. Residence students will be directed to the residence line where they will receive their room keys, then will proceed to the O-Week station to purchase and pick up their O-Week kits and will then proceed to move into their rooms. Off-Campus students will be directed straight to the O-Week station to get their kits and then are invited to the Off-Campus tent which will be set up in the Wemple parking lot where information and activities will be provided for O.C. students. 

What is a Soph? An R.A.? A Don?
Sophs are friendly upper-year students who are there for YOU. Sophs want to welcome first year students to their new university environment and make you feel as comfortable as possible as you transition to university life. If you live in residence, Sophs will help move you in. If you live off-campus or live in residence, Sophs are present during all of O-Week and afterwards to assist you in any way they can.

“R.A.” stands for Resident Assistant. These upper-year students live in residence with you and are there to encourage community-building and co-operation among residents, organize unit events and activities, and offer guidance and support to you throughout your first year in university. 

An Off-Campus Don is much like a Soph; however, Dons have a more specific off-campus focus. Dons are there to help off-campus students transition to university life by providing a friendly welcome to the King’s/Western and more broadly the university community, informing students of events on- and off-campus, and encouraging involvement in university life. Off-campus students have a unique experience of university because they do not live on-campus where information about activities, events, involvement opportunities, etc. is easily accessible.


Can I participate in King’s and Western Orientation Week events?
Yes, all King’s students are granted access to King’s and Western events throughout O-Week and the rest of the year... enjoy the best of both worlds!

I’m an Off-Campus Student, when should I show up?
You can show up at King’s anywhere between 10am and 12pm on Monday, September 5. There will be lots of Sophs and other first year students around campus and in the Off-Campus tent (the HUGE tent set up in the main Wemple Parking lot at King’s) to meet and there will be games/activities going on to get the day started. A BBQ lunch will be provided starting around 11am. King’s Opening Ceremonies go on around 3pm in Labatt Hall 105, so make sure you’re at King’s in time for that!

What if I can’t find a ride home at night?
Late-night buses are provided for your use every day during O-Week except for the last day, Sunday September 11. All you need to do is sign up for a ride home during the day and the buses will take you right to your home at night. Buses run from ***11pm-1am Monday through Thursday, and from 11:30pm-1:30am on the Friday and Saturday nights of O-Week. Most importantly, this service is FREE! Please take advantage of the buses if you need to!

What is the parking situation for O-Week? 
Parking is available and free for all of O-Week at King’s. 

When and where can I pickup my OSAP? 
The Student Finance Office is closed on Labour Day Monday, however OSAP stations will be open and available in the Wemple Student Lounge from Tuesday September 6th to Friday September 16th. Be sure to bring photo ID, your SIN card and any other necessary OSAP documentation.

When can I pick up my bus pass?
Bus passes will be available for pickup at the University Community Center (UCC). Throughout the week Sophs will organize several trips with Frosh to walk over to the Western Campus to pick them up.

What sorts of student employment opportunities are there at King’s?
Most student employment positions are work-study jobs that require an application to the work-study program first. Employment opportunities can be found on the main King’s website. You can apply to the work study program by following this link: http://kings.uwo.ca/corporate-services/financial-services/student-financial-services/student-employment-opportunities/
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